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BY ARTHUR LOVERIDGE. 


As a result of investigations into the rain-forest fauna of 
East Africa, sponsored by the John Simon Guggenheim 
Memorial Foundation, a careful study of large series of the 
western Thrasops jacksonii and Dendraspis jamesoni show that 
the eastern forms may be differentiated. In so far as the 
colubrine Thrasops is concerned, as much was hinted at over 
a decade ago by my friend Mr. K. P. Schmidt, with whose name 


I have much pleasure in associating the new race which may be 
called: 
Thrasops jacksonii schmidti, subsp. nov. 
Thrasops rothschildi Lönnberg (not of Mocquard), 1911, Svenska. Vetensk.- 
Akad. Handl., 47, No. 6, p. 22, fig. 4. 


Rhamnophis jacksonii Loveridge (not of Günther), 1923, Proc. Zool. Soc. 
London, p. 879. 


As suggested by K. P. Schmidt (1923, Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., 
49, p. 87) after whom I have the pleasure of naming this new race, rothschildi 
Mocquard is a synonym of T. j. jacksonii Günther, the evidence for which, 
based on an extensive series recently collected in Uganda and western 
Kenya, will shortly be published. 

Schmidt further suggested that if rothschildi did prove to be synonymous 
with jacksonii, then the snakes from Meru figured by Lönnberg (loc. cit. 
supra) might “represent a distinct, though closely allied, form.” In this 
assumption, Schmidt is undoubtedly correct, the snakes from the forest 
outlyer in the extreme east of the transcontinental range of this arboreal 
species have fewer ventrals and a lower average of midbody scale-rows. 

Type.—Museum of Comparative Zoölogy, No. 9276, an adult Y from 
Meru Forest, northeast of Mount Kenya, Kenya Colony, collected by 
Dr. Glover M. Allen, August 21-26, 1909. 

Paratypes.—Royal Swedish Museum, the two specimens from Meru 
Boma, figured by Lönnberg (loc. cit. supra), collected by the Swedish 
Zoological Expedition of 1911; also the Coryndon Memorial Museum, 
Nairobi, specimen, mentioned by Loveridge (loc. cit. supra), from Muthaiga, 
near Nairobi, collected by A. J. Klein, 1919, 
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Diagnosis.—Ventrals 172-178; midbody scale rows constantly 


Id: spe Chin ris) SER EEE T. j. schmidti 
Ventrals 187-211; midbody scale-rows normally 
19, rarely 17 or 21 (37 specimens)................T. j. jacksonii 


Description.—Midbody scale-rows 17; ventrals 172; anal divided; 
subcaudals 142; labials 8, the 4th and 5th entering the orbit; preocular 1; 
postoculars 3; temporals 1 + 1. 

Above, tan, each scale edged with black. Below, cream on the throat 
shading to light gray beneath the tail; a dusky median line along the whole 
length of the underside of the tail. 

Total length 1065 (700 + 365) mm. 

Variation.—Scales 17; ventrals 172-178; subcaudals 140-144. The 
wholly black, probably female, paratype from Muthaiga, is not only the 
largest of the race as it measures 2255 (1671 + 584) mm., but exceeds in 
length all recorded examples of the typical form. 


Dendraspis jamesoni kaimosae, subsp. nov. 


Type.—Museum of Comparative Zoölogy, No. 40743, an adult Y from 
Kaimosi Forest, near the Friends’ Africa Mission, Kakamega district, 
Nyanza Province, Kenya Colony, collected by Arthur Loveridge, Feb- 
ruary 22, 1934. 

Paratypes.—Thirteen specimens from the type locality and two from the 
Belgian Congo as follows: Museum of Comparative Zoölogy, Nos. 40744-8, 
as listed above. Nairobi Museum, Nos. 60-62, 63, 65, 194 (the last without 
definite locality) collected by H. J. Allen Turner. United States National 
Museum, No. 49014, “? Kakamega” collected by Edmund Heller, 1912 
(Heller’s camp site was close to mine at Kaimosi, from where the snake 
undoubtedly came). Field Museum of Natural History, No. 12822, from 
Mambawanga Hill, Belgian Congo, and No. 12839, from Ruchuru, Belgian 
Congo, both collected by Edmund Heller, 1925. 

Intermediate.—As might be expected, Ruchuru is in the area of inter- 
mediates and a second snake from there, F. M. N. H. 12840, combines the 
high subcaudal count of the typical (West African) snake with the uni- 
formly black tail of the new (East African) form, asdoesa from Eskibondo 
(A. N. S. P. 20503) eastern Belgian Congo. 

Diagnosis.—The Jameson’s Mamba from the extreme eastern part of 
the range of this species is so strikingly different in coloration of both 
body and tail from the typical form that it merits a new name, more 
particularly as the difference is supported by a difference in scalation, viz. 


Subcaudals 94-104? (14 + 2 specimens); tail 
uniformly black; East Africa... D. j. kaimosae 
Subcaudals 103-122 (27 specimens); tail green, 
each dorsal and subcaudal scale margined with 
black:sWiest Africa... msn D. j. jamesoni 


1 I take this opportunity of thanking Dr. V. G. L. van Someren of the Coryndon Museum 
for checking my counts on the Muthaiga paratype. He informs me that he makes both 
17 and 18 for ths midbody count. 

2 Dr. van Someren states that the specimen (No. 60), which I recorded in 1916 as having 
107 subcaudals, can not now be located in the Coryndon Museum. 
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Description. Midbody scale-rows 15; ventrals 219; anal divided; sub- 
caudals 104; labials 8, the 4th entering the orbit; preoculars 3; postoculars 
3; subocular 1. 

Variation.—M. C. Z. 40744-8. Midbody scale-rows 15-17; ventrals 
210-221; anal divided; subcaudals 94-102; labials, etc., as in type. 

Coloration.—I am indebted to Captain C. R. S. Pitman for the following 
description of the beautiful coloration in life of the eastern form. His 
remarks are based on a specimen from Entebbe. 

Above, the anterior third is vivid green, the medial third is green with 
black or purplish black, the posterior third is black or purplish black with 
a distinct “bloom” superimposed. 

Measurements.—The o type measures 2080 (1610 + 470) mm., the 
largest 9 (M. C. Z. 40745) measures 2070 (1595 + 475) mm. 


